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From the 

Presidentôs Desk 

TIME FLIES  is a saying we have heard many times. As I look back on the 

activities of the Piedmont Chapter, it is hard to realize that the year is half 

completed.  It seems that our Installation of Officers and Banquet was held 

last week.  So many activities have occurred since then, the designation of 

our chapter as the ñaward winning Piedmont Chapter ò is well earned and 

deserved due to the dedication, enthusiasm and commitment of our mem-

bers. Some examples of the activities are: 
 

-Wreaths were presented at the Memorial Day Ceremony at the National Ceme-

tery in Marietta; at grave markings in Adairsville, Georgia and Enterprise, West 

Virginia, and at the Ramsourôs Mill celebration in Lincolnton, North Carolina.  

 

-The National Congress of the Sons of the American Revolution was held at the 

Galleria Centre, and compatriots of the Piedmont Chapter were very active in 

supporting the Congress, showing true Southern Hospitality to our visiting  
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Readers of the Declaration of Independence at the 2009 Annual Congress 

At the August Chapter meeting, Larry Guzy, Past President of the Captain 

John Collins Chapter and National Society Congress Planning Committee 

Chairman, presented Certificates of Appreciation to Piedmont Chapter mem-

bers and to Mrs. Linda Bhame, wife of Carl Bhame. These individuals as-

sisted with the 2009 National Congress. L-R Mrs. Bhame, Carl Bhame, Allen 

Greenly, Jack Ferguson, Bill Lusk, Bob Sapp and Tom Chrisman. 
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At the August Chapter meeting, Ed Forte  

provided outstanding information and a  

demonstration of military commands for a 

typical Light Infantry Continental Soldier.  

 
Above Vice President Carl Bhame presents the Speakerôs 

Certificate of Appreciation  to Ed Forte of Milton High 

School. Ed is a 23 year Marine Corps veteran, having 

served around the world in various command and staff as-

signments. His last tour of duty was as the Professor of 

Naval Science at both UPENN and Villanova Universities. 

He has undergrad and graduate degrees in American his-

tory, the latter from Villanova University. Since his retire-

ment from active duty in 1997, he has been teaching and 

coaching in the Fulton County School System. He is cur-

rently teaching Advanced Placement (AP) US History at 

Milton High School.  Ed gave a very interesting presenta-

tion describing a soldier in a typical unit of Light Infantry 

in the Continental Army. Ed also described his approach to 

teaching. At the beginning of each course on the American 

Revolution, Ed shows the scene from the movie, The Pa-

triot, in which a young patriot girl inspires the community 

by standing in the Colonial Church and stating her intention 

to oppose tyranny. Ed then poses the question to his class: 

Are you willing to be a Patriot? He said he has never had a 

student who is unwilling to be a Patriot in his AP History 

Class. 

Piedmont Chapter Meetings and Upcoming Events 

Upcoming Events 

Saturday October 17, 2009 

 Chapter Meeting  

Holiday Inn 909 Holcomb Bridge Road Roswell, Georgia 

8:00 am Breakfast 

8:30 am Meeting 

Speaker 

To be announced 

September 19, 2009 

Chapter Meeting  

Holiday Inn 909 Holcomb Bridge Road Roswell, Georgia 

8:00 am Breakfast 

8:30 am Meeting 

Speaker 

Ms. Sally Bethea, Director of the Upper Chattahoochee 

Riverkeeper  

Shown in the photo below are some of the types of equipment and 

personal articles which might have been carried by a Light Infantry 

Continental Soldier. 
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Meet The Piedmont Chapter New Members  

Below President Bob Shaw presents a Membership Certificate 

to Robert ñBobò Dickson while Registrar Bob Sapp looks on.  

 

Bob was born in Louisiana and raised in Venezuela. He  went 

to college at the Colorado School of Mines and Central State 

College in Edmond, Oklahoma. Bob has worked in the field 

of systems development with a number of different employ-

ers, in a number of different locations in the US, Europe and 

Australia. For the last 25 years he has worked with Macy's 

Systems and Technology in John's Creek, Georgia.  
 

Bob joined the SAR as a descendent of Josiah Dick-

son.  Although there have been others using Josiah as an an-

cestor to join the DAR, Bob is the first in his direct lineage to 

use Josiah Dickson to join the SAR.  Bob served three years 

in the US Army including one year in Korea. He has two sons 

and two grandchildren, all of whom live in Texas. Bob and his 

wife  have resided in Cumming Georgia for the past 19 

years.    

In the photo on the left Vice President Carl Bhame presents  a 

Membership Certificate to Gerald ñJerryò Breed. He is a gradu-

ate of Southern Polytechnic State University, Oglethorpe Uni-

versity and he holds an MBA from Georgia State University. He 

served in the U.S. Navy as a Lieutenant and worked thirty-five 

years for BellSouth. After retiring from BellSouth International 

as VP Network Services, Jerry has become a Telecommunica-

tions Consultant.  Jerry and his wife Claudia live in Marietta, 

Georgia. He and Claudia have two married sons and six grand-

children. Jerry joined the SAR as a descendent of Joseph Breed 

who served in the South Carolina Militia.  Jerry began attending 

Piedmont Chapter meetings in 2008 and is the Editor of the 

Piedmont Piper.  

Below President Bob Shaw presents a Membership Certificate 

to Bill Padgett who was born in North Carolina and spent his 

early years in North Carolina and Tennessee. He graduated from 

High School at Lenoir City, Tennessee. After one year at Middle 

Tennessee State University, he joined the US Marine Corps. 

Upon discharge, he returned to Tennessee where he accepted a 

basketball scholarship at the University of Tennessee at Chatta-

nooga. He graduated with a BS degree in Business and Econom-

ics and went to work for the Quaker Oats Company in Chatta-

nooga. He worked nine years with Quaker Oats and they trans-

ferred Bill to Memphis and then sold the division in which he 

was working. He took a job in Michigan working for an equip-

ment company as a financial services manager. The company 

relocated to Atlanta in 1978. Five years later the company was 

sold to a group of investors who moved it to Pennsylvania. Bill 

stayed in Atlanta and went to work for himself in equipment 

leasing for approximately 8 years and for the Small Business 

Administration Disaster Assistance Division. He retired in 2004 

and now lives in Cumming. Billôs Patriot Ancestor is Nicholas 

Chapman who was from North Carolina and was in service at 

the battle of Briar Creek in South Carolina and at the battle of 

Cowpens. He escorted the prisoners taken at Cowpens to a loca-

tion in Virginia while being pursued by the British. 

Bill and his wife, Wilma, have one daughter who is a school-

teacher in Cobb County. They also have two grandchildren.         


