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From The Presidentôs Desk 

November 2011 

 
Summer has gone and fall is upon us.  This is a great time for our chapter to 

once again shine as the best chapter in Georgia! 

 

Our scouting, JROTC and poster committees are all hard at work in the schools.  

Jack Ferguson has been booked for weeks in advance as the leader of our 

speakersô bureau.  The award winning Piedmont color guard is also very busy 

and it seems like there is something going on every day.  I also want to remind 

all of our committee chairmen to send their reports to Carl Bhame at the end of 

every month so we can keep our Americanism Report up to date. 

As of the end of September, our scouting committee has awarded 13 Certifi-

cates of Eagle Scout awards, and those were all to one troop!  We have also 

given out two Flag Certificates.  I would like to have two more by the end of 

the year, so keep your eyes open for a deserving business that flies the flag 

properly, and then let me know their name.    

On September 11th the color guard presented the colors at the DAR Chestatee 

9/11 picnic. 

On September 12th, the color guard attended a Constitution Week proclamation 

ceremony at the City of Roswell. 

On September 15th, the color guard attended the William Few wreath presenta-

tion in Augusta. 

On September 17th, the color guard attended the Constitution Week DAR 

luncheon. 

On September 24th, the color guard attended the grave marking for William 

Thames. 

Several of the members of our chapter attended the Fall Leadership meeting in 

Louisville on September 30 ï October 1st.  

 On October 7th the color guard participated in the Kings Mountain ceremony. 

On October 9th, the color guard participated in the Battle of Savannah and the 

Casimir Pulaski ceremonies. 

On October 14th, the color guard participated in the INS ceremony in Atlanta. 

On October 15th, the color guard participated in the grave markings of patriots 

Dionysus and Peter Oliver, Mammy Kate and Daddy Jack. 

On October 22nd, several of our chapter members along with the color guard 

attended the State BOM meeting. 

On October 29th, the color guard participated in the grave marking of patriot 

Joseph Pinson. 
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Upcoming Events 

 
Saturday December 17, 2011 

Chapter Meeting  

Holiday Inn 909 Holcomb Bridge Road Roswell, Georgia 

8:00 am Breakfast 

8:30 am Meeting 

Washingtonôs Southern Tour, 1791 

Speaker: Ruth Reddick 

 

 

Saturday January 21, 2012 

Chapter Meeting  

Holiday Inn 909 Holcomb Bridge Road Roswell, Georgia 

8:00 am Breakfast 

8:30 am Meeting 

Campaign and Battle of Kettle Creek 

Speaker: Alan Bowen 

 

 

 
 

Patriot Jesse Holbrook Grave Marking 

 On November 5 the Piedmont chapter Color Guard  and Joseph Habersham chapter, sponsors of this 

grave marking, presented appropriate honors and wreaths to memorialize patriot Jesse Holbrook. 

 Jesse Holbrook  served in the Revolutionary war from about 1779 to 1783 in several units in Virginia. He 

first served under Captain Robert Woodson in the second Virginia Regiment of the Continental Regular Army, 

then was transferred to Captain Kirkpatrick and Colonel Horsey at Manchester Barracks in Frederick County. He 

later reenlisted and was stationed in Goochland county where he guarded Hessian prisoners. 

 Jesse was born January 31, 1764 in Goochland county, VA as the 5th child of William Edy and Mary 

Tolben Holbrook.. He married Susanna Meanley in 1786 in Goochland county. They had several children, some 

of whom later came with them to Union District, SC, then to Elbert county, GA then to Franklin county, GA. He 

applied for a pension in July 1832, and lived until 1844, age 80. His will mentions three children who were his 

heirs. His wife predeceased him. Several descendants still live in the Franklin, GA area. He is buried on the land 

he owned and loved. 
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Fall Leadership Conference 

 The Georgia delega-

tion  to the Louisville Confer-

ence on September 30 was 

well regarded again with sev-

eral Piedmont chapter mem-

bers also in attendance. Pic-

tured seated are David Jessel, 

GASSAR ROTC Chairman, 

then three past Presidents of 

GASSAR: Fisher Craft, Char-

lie Newcomer and Bobby 

Towns. Mike Tomme, Larry 

Guzy and George Thurmond 

(all standing) also are GAS-

SAR Past Presidents. 

 Nearly always the 

GASSAR delegation tops 

those of other states at these 

Leadership Conferences. It is 

significant that these attendees 

have held responsible posi-

tions, and continue to serve, in 

both the state and national 

organizations. 

 Ceremonies for the 

Battle of Kings Mountain 

 October 7th marked the anniver-

sary of the 1780 patriot victory that Tho-

mas Jefferson called the ñTurn of the tide 

of successò for the revolutionary cause. 

This year the sunny October 8th celebra-

tions were well attended by more than 80  

SAR, DAR and related organizationsô 

chapters and state societies from around 

the Southeast. The photo shows about 25 

of those wreaths presented from various 

SAR chapters. 

 Leading this celebration each 

year is the Overmountain Victory Trail 

Associationô who also spend the two 

prior weeks trekking and enacting the 

historic approach to this battle. 

Standing are Mark Anthony, previously of GASSAR, now SCSSAR Presi-

dent, Mike Radcliff, dual member of GASSAR, Mike Tomme, Sr., NSSAR 

Color Guard Commander, Allen Greenly, Roger Coursey, Americanism 

Chairman, Paul Prescott, Larry Guzy, Genealogist, Bob Sapp, GASSAR 

President, George Thurmond, and Ed Rigel, Sr. GASSAR Color Guard Com-

mander and Sr. VP.  

 

Kings Mountain is a unique battle for several reasons. It was one of the few major battles of the war fought en-

tirely between Americans: no British troops served here. In the South, peoplesô loyalties  were divided. When the 

war started, some fought for independence, others for loyalty to England.  

 Kings Mountain is also unique in that large numbers of riflemen fought here. Rifles were not used much 

by the armies. A rifle was a hunting weapon, used by families on the frontier. The American militia that fought 

here mainly used rifles; the Loyalist troops had mostly muskets. The difference between a rifle and a musket is 

speed versus accuracy. A rifle is slow to load, but very accurate. Riflemen can hit a target at 200 or 300 yards. Yet 

the rifle can only be fired once a minute. A musket, with a smooth bore, is easy to load but inaccurate. Muskets 

have an accurate range of about 100 yards, but can be fired up to three times a minute. 
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Repeat Announcement of the 2012 Congress to be held in Phoenix, Arizona 
Compatriots, are you ready for the 2012 Congress in Phoenix, Arizona? We are ready to make your visit to Phoenix a delightful 

experience. The Arizona and New Mexico Compatriots have been planning this for four years. We welcome you to come and ex-

perience our famous ñItôs a Dry Heatò life style. Congress 2012 will be a ñCasual Congressò. Leave your suits at home. Bermuda 

shorts and collared short sleeve shirts are the accepted attire except for the Tuesday and Wednesday night Banquets. Minutemen 

will need white coats on Recognition night. Events for the Congress will start at 8:00AM on July 6 with Info Sessions on the Tuc-

son and Santa Fe Presidioôs so plan your flights or drive to arrive on July 5th. July 7th will feature a tour of the Heard Museum 

(www.heard.org) followed by the Host Reception.  

 

Please visit our web site at www.sar2012congress.com or access it via the Arizona or New Mexico State web sites for more details. 

Veterans Day Proclamation 
November 11th was significant to all veterans of course, but those who were able to attend the Veterans 

Day Proclamation Signing by Gov. Deal at the Georgia State Capitol felt especially honored. In this photo 

with Gov. and Mrs. Deal are representatives of a number of  organizations such as the American Legion, 

Active Duty military, the Old Guard (in white uniforms), GASSAR, and Georgia Commissioner of State 

Veterans Affairs, Pete Wheeler (holding the Proclamation with the Deals). Members of the GASSAR 

Color Guard in uniform are:  front row, Sandy Lyons, Cherokee chapter; second row left, George Thur-

mond, Piedmont chapter, then Ed Rigel, Jr.; second row right, Robert Cruthirds, Okmulgee chapter and 

GASSAR Veterans Chairman; third row left, behind George, Ed Rigel, Sr, Paul Prescott, Piedmont chap-

ter, then Roscoe McMillan, GASSAR Regional VP; third row right, Allen Greenly Piedmont chapter Presi-

dent, then Bob Faith, Cherokee chapter President. Fourth row right is Bob Sapp, GASSAR President and 

Piedmont chapter member. Among the Old Guard in the rear is Ken Howell, who also is a Piedmont chap-

ter member. 

http://photos.gov.georgia.gov/GovernorNathanDeal/November2011/111011-Veterans-Day/20015433_2R4wb2
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 Milton City Council issues Veterans Day Proclamation  

 Few chapter members get to see 

the beautiful proclamations received by 

our Color Guard or chapter President as 

they attend ceremonies  such as that pic-

tured above. These documents  are kept 

by our historian, yet are closely seen by 

few.  

 On November 7th this procla-

mation recognized the  importance placed 

on appropriate recognition of veterans by 

all our citizens. It cites the several con-

gressional acts beginning in 1926, is 

made specific to the City of Milton and 

signed by the Mayor, Joe Lockwood. Our 

chapter compatriot Bill Lusk sits on the 

city council and is shown in the center of 

the photo above between Paul Prescott 

and George Thurmond. 

 Others above from L to R are 

Julia Bailey, Mayor Joe Lockwood, Alan 

Tart and Burt Hewett of The Milton City 

Council. To the right of Jack Ferguson 

are Christian Stevens, VFW Post 12002 

Commander, Urban Rump, member Ko-

rean War Veterans and Karen Thurman, 

City Council member. 

 It has been gratifying to me to 

participate at times in such recognitions 

of our veterans contributions.  Scenes 

such as this were repeated many times 

and places preceding the November 11th 

Veterans Day itself, and our parades can 

only partially repay the debt we owe to 

those who served us so well and who 

now serve in harms way for our nation

 We give a silent salute to those 

who serve us. 


