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From the 

Presidentôs Desk 

An Historic Trip  

 
 My thanks to Allen Greenly and those of you who made the June 

meeting a success in my absence. 

The Saturday morning you were meeting, Linda and I were taking in the 

annual celebration of ñMarch-Out Dayò at Valley Forge. We attended the 

reenactment of Washingtonôs armyôs camp, saw their training and living 

conditions, complete with outdoor cooking in earthen facilitiesô; log huts, 

cannon firings, musket firings, costumed camp followers and musicians.  

However we did not have to deal with the then-necessary work of logis-

tics and food-on-the-hoof. Thank goodness! Our PASSAR compatriots 

were very much in evidence all day as visitors came through the site. I 

almost felt as though Baron von Steuben was going to come around the 

next turn or out of a grove of trees at any moment.  

 The pleasant rolling terrain today is kept quite open, but the ar-

cheologists are still trying to determine where the log huts had been ar-

ranged, supposedly quite well laid out. A few foundations have been dis-

covered. The young PhD candidate who led us around knew her stuff. 

(See photos on page 7.) 

 The Friends of Valley Forge who hosted a dinner for Lindaôs line-

age society have done much to help the National Park Service improve the 

park, including helping to save from encroachment some adjacent land 

that was of great interest to developers. The National Park Service dedi-

cated their new underground visitorsô center on July 4th in 1976, noting 

the passing of its care from the Pennsylvania state park system to the Na-

tional Park Service. At this ceremony President Gerald Ford, himself a 

former park service ranger, alluded to the refining fires of training at Val-

ley Forge where the result was ñto forge the iron will of this nation.ò The 

Park Service chose this phrase as part of their centerpiece in the visitor 

center. May that iron will continue to hold the day. President Ford also 

said: ñIndependence has to be defended as well as declared; freedom is 

always worth fighting for; and liberty ultimately belongs only to those 

willing to suffer for it.ò  How true.  

 We also enjoyed the  wonderful new visitor center at Independ-

ence Hall, and the new Constitution Center in Philadelphia .The Presi-
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Above, Vice President Allen Greenly presents 

the Speakerôs Certificate of Appreciation  to  

Dr. Jim Piecuch  
Dr. Jim Piecuch was the guest speaker at the June meeting 

of the Piedmont Chapter. Dr. Piecuch is Assistant Professor 

of History at Kennesaw State University in Kennesaw, 

Georgia. He is a graduate of the University of New Hamp-

shire and he earned a Ph. D in history at the College of Wil-

liam & Mary in Williamsburg, Virginia (2005). He is the 

author of three books about the American Revolution and 

the battles fought in the south. His latest book, ñThe Blood 

Be Upon Your Headò: Tarleton and the Myth of Bufordôs 

Massacre, is slated for publication in 2010.  

 

Dr. Piecuch gave a very interesting presentation entitled: 

Uncovering the Truth Behind the Waxhaws Massacre. The 

battle at Waxhaws District in South Carolina has always 

been controversial, since after breaking Colonel Buford's 

Continental line Tarleton's men slaughtered many of the 

Virginians who surrendered, hacking them down with their 

sabres.  

 

Some sources, such as Buford's Adjutant Henry Bowyer 

and Surgeon's Mate Robert Brownfield, claim that Buford 

belatedly raised a white flag but was ignored by Tarleton. 

In Tarleton's own account, he alludes to a massacre stating 

that his horse had been shot from under him during the ini-

tial charge and his men, thinking him dead, engaged in "a 

vindictive asperity not easily restrained." 

Above, Vice President Allen Greenly on the left 

presents the Speakerôs Certificate of Appreciation  

to Murray Lynn at the May Meeting.  
Murray Lynn is a Holocaust survivor and made the point well 

that the persecution of Jews was not a new phenomenon in Hit-

lerôs time. Persecution of Jews had roots in centuries of official 

edicts and actions by political and church bodies in several coun-

tries. He said, ñHitler had many good teachers.ò He also said 

ñThe Jewsô only fault was their faith.ò Murray told us of his ex-

perience as a 14 year old in 1942 when his father and other Jew-

ish leaders of his Hungarian home town were taken away by the 

Hungarian secret police. They soon learned that the leaders all 

were executed. It was 2 years later, in 1944, after living in con-

stant fear and poverty without his father, that his mother and 3 

brothers were taken to Auschwitz along with all Jews in his 

town. When Auschwitz was on the brink of liberation his family 

and many others were taken to Buchenwald where all of his fam-

ily except Murray was killed in the gas chambers. After libera-

tion from Buchenwald he wandered alone around Europe for a 

year or more, at the age of 17. He described his poignant return 

home to find it occupied by a Nazi sympathizer.  The town syna-

gogue also was desecrated. Continuing his wanderings, he finally 

was fortunate to be recognized with talent and given a scholar-

ship to the USA. However the psychological damage kept him in 

fear of police and soldiers for many years. Even today he has bad 

nights with unpleasant dreams. He now is a director of the Anne 

Frank Museum in Sandy Springs and speaks now about his ex-

periences to help assure that extreme intolerance will not again 

find roots in our nation or world. 

Piedmont Chapter  programs for May and June 2010 

Upcoming Events 

Saturday July 17 2010 

 Chapter Meeting  

Holiday Inn 909 Holcomb Bridge Road Roswell, Georgia 

8:00 am Breakfast 

8:30 am Meeting 

Speaker 

Alan Davieswho lived through the London bombings in 

WWII  

 

Saturday August 21, 2010 

 Chapter Meeting  

Holiday Inn 909 Holcomb Bridge Road Roswell, Georgia 

8:00 am Breakfast 

8:30 am Meeting 

Speaker 

To be announced 
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Colonel William Washington 

William Washington was one of a small, loyal cadre of key field officers 

who served with distinction in the Continental Army for duration of the 

War of the American Revolution. His independent operations and battle-

field actions as a cavalry commander in the South were comparable to 

the exploits of his better-known fellow officers. Unlike William Davie, 

Henry "Light Horse Harry" Lee, Francis Marion, Daniel Morgan and 

Thomas "Gamecock" Sumter -- and their famous British adversary, Ba-

nastre Tarleton -- an extensive, published biography has not been written 

about William Washington.  

 

Maj. General Nathanael Greene referred to "Light Horse Harry" Lee as 

his "eye," but he called Colonel Washington his "arm." Washington was 

a gallant battlefield commander who personally led his men, and he was 

wounded on at least two occasions (possibly four). His battlefield dash 

and personal bravery were balanced by modesty and selflessness, and the mercurial aspects of his military ca-

reer offer a view of the difficulties in maintaining the cavalry. His story is thus an all the more believable, fas-

cinating example of the war's soldier-cavalrymen. 

 

William Washington was born on February 28, 1752. He and George Washington were second cousins, once 

removed. He was elected a captain of the 3rd Virginia Regiment in 1775. He fought at Harlem Heights. He 

was one of the few Patriot wounded at the Battle of Trenton on December 26, 1776. In January 1777, he was 

promoted to major in the newly formed 4th Continental Light Dragoons. In late 1778, Congress promoted him 

to lieutenant colonel of the 3rd Dragoons and told him to take full command of the regiment. In late 1779 the 

rebuilt 3rd was ordered to South Carolina.  

 

William Washington and Lt. Colonel Banastre Tarleton frequently faced each other in cavalry skirmishes and 

full -fledged battles. William encountered Tarleton near Sandy Hill on March 27, 1780, Monck's Corner on 

April 14th and Lenud's Ferry on May 6th. Washington then retreated to North Carolina until October. On De-

cember 4th, he skirmished at Rugeley's Farm. Later that month, he defeated Tories at Hammond Stores. Wash-

ington then fought at Cowpens on January 17, 1781, Guilford Courthouse on March 15, 1781, Hobkirk's Hill 

on April 25, 1781 and was captured at Eutaw Springs on September 8, 1781.  

 

He married Jane Elliott on April 21, 1782. The couple had two children. He was an active member of the 

South Carolina General Assembly for 17 years. He hosted President George Washington in 1791. He died on 

March 6, 1810. 

 

William Washington's military career reflected the glory and the desperation of the War of the American 

Revolution. He was one of a vital core of young officers who often accomplished much with very little re-

sources. His cavalry was essential to Greene's successful campaign to drive the British from the Carolinas. 

That Washington embodied the spirit of resistance until the end is certain, and it was the very spirit that was 

required to defeat the British in North America. British military historian Sir John Fortesque observed: "It is 

true that Tarleton and, still more conspicuously, the American Colonel Washington had occasionally wrought 

great results by the charge of a mere handful of sabres." 

 

Source: patriotresource.com 
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  From  

 Allen Finley  
Piedmont Chapter Chaplain  

 

A PRAYER FOR OUR  

COUNTRY 

 
O Lord, as we celebrate the 
independence of this great 
country which is the United 
States of America, we should 
be mindful as to what that 
means for some of us. For 
some, it is just a national holi-
day where they can have fun 
under the sun, enjoy it with 
their family, have a picnic and 
watch fireworks; and they are 
correct.  
 
 For some, it is just another 
day trying to get by where they 
can find food and shelter for 
them and/or their family; and 
they are correct.  
 
 For some, it is another long 
and hot day on patrol as they 
are out looking for those who 
are stated enemies of, and are 
trying to destroy, this country; 
and they are correct.  
 
234 years ago, only 2 of these 
were correct. It was not a na-
tional holiday, but people were 
trying to survive and those 
who were on patrol were vol-
unteers ðjust like today.  

 
If it were not for our current 
volunteers doing what many 
of them are doing for more 
than their first tour, what 
many of our brothers and 
sisters, our fathers and 
grandfathers have done 
(either thru the draft or vol-
unteering), we would not be 
able to enjoy this national 
holiday in 2010.  
 
O Lord, You allowed and gave 
our forefathers the wisdom 
and the foresight and were 

instrumental in allowing this 
unique opportunity to occur. 
Since there has never been 
this type of circumstance be-
fore in the history of the 
world, we are grateful.    
 
Without Your guidance, we 
the current members of the 
Sons of the American Revolu-
tion would not be able to 
continue Your work in this 
experiment of having a re-
public of free men. We are 
grateful for this opportunity. 
Give us the wisdom and the 
foresight to continue this 
work and to help others see 
the external and internal 
threats that are at work try-
ing to destroy this blessing 
that You have bestowed upon 
us.  
 
May You bless us, and all 
those who want to have the 
same legal opportunities that 

our Constitution, and our 
Bill of Rights, have allowed 
this great country to endure.  
Help us to be ever mindful 
that in our busy schedules 
and personal struggles, to 
never forget that we are here 
to serve You.  
 
 God bless.  

Welcome new member 

Shep Hammack  

Shep was born and raised in Edi-

son, Georgia, which is located in 

Southwest Georgia.  He graduated 

from Ga. Tech with a degree in 

Industrial Engineering, went to 

work for Westinghouse Electric 

Corporation in Athens, Georgia 

and is married to his high school 

sweetheart, Montez Drinkwater.  

Together they raised two beautiful 

daughters, Linda Robitscher and 

Christy Payne, both of whom cur-

rently live in Atlanta, Ga.  He 

holds a Professional Engineering 

License from the State of Georgia.  

Shep moved later to North Caro-

lina to accept the General Manager 

position for Premier Circuit As-

sembly.  He is retired and his hob-

bies, besides enjoying his three 

grandchildren (Walker, Emily and 

Morgan), are: coin collecting, ge-

nealogy and attending any and all 

Ga. Tech sporting events.  His pa-

triot is William Duggan (1744-

1800) who served with General 

Washington at Valley Forge. 

 

Shown above: l-r Vice President 

Allen Greenly, new member Shep 

Hammack,  Montez Hammack, 

Past President and Treasury Bob 

Shaw.  
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President Carl Bhame presided over the  flag retirement ceremony which was held June 12, 2010 at the 

Northside Chapel Crematory, on Crabapple Road in Roswell, Georgia. The Piedmont Color Guard as-

sisted by Roswell area Boy Scouts, conducted a very respectful and important affair which was well at-

tended by local residents and business leaders. Shown below are photos of the event including a Musket 

Salute fired by Color Guard Commander Paul Prescott. 


